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(NOW FIRST

UCH disturbed and
grieved by such
thoughts, =ss these,
Miriam turned ber steps
homeward to retire to rest; but as she
reached the threshold she stayed her steps
and listeaed once more, gazing northward
whenoe Joshua must come. Nothing was to
be beard but the tramp of s watchman and
the voise of Hur as he went the rounds of
the camp with s company of srmed men.
He, too, had found it impossible to rest
within.

The sight was mild and bright with stars,
the honr meet for silent dreaming under the
gvesmore. Her seat was vacani under the
ancient tree, so, with s bowed head, she
made her way to the favorite spot which on
the morrow she must quit forever. Butshe
had mnot reached the bench when she sud-
denly stopped, raised her head, and pressed
hezr band to her panting bosom. She had
heard the tramp of boofs, she was sure of it,
and the sound came from the north. Were
the chariots of Pharaoh hburrying down to
iall upon the Hebrew camp? BShould she
shout to wake the meo-at-arms? Or could
it indeed be he whom she so passionstely
longed fo:? Yes, yes. It wasthestepola
single horse, and it must be sogue new ar-
rival, for there was & stir among the tents,
and clapping of hands snd shouts of eager
alking came pearer snd nearer as the horse-
man approached.

It waa Joshus, she felt certain.

That be should bave ridden forth through
the night snd toro ssunder the ties which
bound ham to Pharsoh and his brethren in
srms wae & proof of his obedience, Lovehad
steeled his will and lent speed to his steed,
mnd the thanks which love alone ecan give,
the reward which lcve alone can w,
should no longer be withhela from him. He
soould lesrn in ber wrms that, though he
bad given up much, it was 10 esrn something
swoeter and fairer. Bhe felt as though the
might about her was as bright as noonday,
when her esr told ber ihet the rider was
making straight for Amioadab's dwelling.
By that she knew thut it was her call that
had brought him to seek her before going to
his father, who had found a ledgiog in the
empty, roomy house belonging to his grand-
son Ephmim.

Joshua would gladly have flown to her
side a8 fast as his horse could carry him,
but it was not safe to ride st too brisk & pace
through the eamp. Oh, how long the min-
wtes seemed till at lsst she saw the horee-
man, till he leaped from the saddle, and his
companion flung the reins {0 another man
whe came behing!

It was, indeed, Josbua. But his comrade
—whom she saw qQuite plainly, and started
nt the sight—was Haur, the very man who a
few hourssince had asked ber to be his wife.

Thers they stood, side by side in the star-
light, the two wen her suitors, their figures
Jighted up by the bhxil:.g pine torches which
were still burning by the carts and litlers
where theystood ready for the mext moro-
iog's march.

he elder Hebrew, a splendid man, was
smuch faller than the younger and no Jess
strongly-built warrior, and the lord of many
bards held his head mo less high thao the
Egyptian hero. Both spoke with grave de-
cision; but berJover’s voice was the deeper
and fuller, Now they were so close to her
that she could besr whst they were aay-

ing.

nilur wae telling the newcomer that Moses
had gone forth to recounciter, and Joshua ex-
pressed his regret, as he had & matter of im-
portance to discuss with him,

In that case be would have to =zet forth
with them =t dexvbreak, Hur observed, for
Moses thooght to meet the people on the
wey. Theu he pointed to the house of Mi-
rism's protecior, Aminadsb, which lay in
total darkness, unbroken by a single twink-
ling light, and desired Joshus to come with
him und spend the remainder of the night
wubder kis roof, for no doubt he would fain
not rouse his tather st wso late an hour, Al
this, Mirinm saw, ber friend hesitated and
losked inouiringly up st the women's rooms
sod the roof, and then, knowing whom he
sought and unable aoy longer to resistthe
impulse of her heari she went forwnrd from
under the shadow of the sycsmore and
warmly bid Joshus welcome. He, too,

to conceal the joy of his heart, and

Hur, standing by, saw the reunited pair

clasp hands, a1 first in silence and then with
r words of greeting.

E; kuew that you wonld come!" eried
Miriam, and Josbus replied with glad emo-
tion: “That you wmight easily know, O
prophetess, for one of the voices that bid me
hither was your own.” Then he added
mure calmly: I hoped to find your brother
bere with you, for I am the bearer of & mes-
mage of the greatest importsnee to him, to
us snd to the people. 1 find 51l made ready
for departing, and I should be sorry if your
wenerasble proteciors were roused from their
rest and hurried forwand to s perilous ad-
wenture which it still seems possible to
avert.”

*You meso—>7""" asked Hur, and he came

“1 mean,* replied Joshu, ““that if Moses
persists in leading the maltitude forth east-
wird, there will be much useless bloodshed
to-morrow, for 1 heard at Tanis that the gur-
risons of Etham have orders pot to let s
giogle man poss, much less this countless
multitede, whose numbers dismayed me as
1 rode throngh the camp. I koow Apoo,
who commands the place, and the legions
who serve under him. There will be a fear-
ful sod fruitiess butchery smong our un-
srmed and undisciplined tribes—in short I
must speak -tro::ﬂy to Moses, and imme-
diately, to avert worst, before it i too
Iate.”"

““We have not failed to fear all that you
ean warn us of,” replied Hur, “and it is
expressly 1o svert 1t that Moses has set forth
obu nerﬁmas journey."”

“Whither?” asked Joshua.

“"That is the seeret of the leaders of the

pie."

" them mf father?

“Ne doubt, and 1 am ready to lead you to
him. Tf he thinks fit to Inform you—""

*If that is contrary to his duty he will be
silent Who leads the marching hosts to-
morrow?"’

h%fdoi'" rried Joshus i 4 the

“You?™" oshus in surprise, an
other quietly replied:

“You are amased that s shepherd should
e ao bold as fo lead an srmy, bus the Lord
God of Hosta, in whom we put our trast, is
indeed cur captain, snd I look for His guid-
snoe.”

It i well, ™ lied Joshun, “but I too
believe that the of our fathers, who
called we hither by the voice of Miriam, has
dvtrusted we with & of t im-

suee. I must find Moses before it is oo

"‘Yﬂhﬁmwuﬁu to-morrow,

even till the day iz beyond our
even mine. m munmlJ
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speak with Agron?”

“Is he in the camp?™’

“No; but we look for hisreturn before the
departing of the people—that is to say, in a
T Yn———

“Has i o
importance in the absence of L?"

“No: he only declares to the peonple in
cloguent words that which his great brother
commands™

At this the dissppointed warrior
thoughtfully on the ground, but a
moment's reflection be eagerly went on: "It
is to Moses that the Lord our God declares
His will; but to yon, too; his noble, virgin
sister, to you, too, the Most High reveals

Himsell,”

“Oh, J“h“k: the Iprophetess broke in,
“"&i':ig ner handa to him tibl:' l‘:. imploring
and deprecatin ure; n
paid no heed m‘ lf:(inlemmion, snd went
on in an earnest tope: *‘The Lord God
charged you to <call mg B'ilaerunt, back
to Bis people. He commanded you to give
me the name I am to bear instead of thst
given me by my father and mother, and
which I have borne in honor for 30 yesrs,
In obedience to your bidding I have cast
from me all that could make me great
among men. It was when I wasin the way
to face death in pt, 'til:h my God and

our image in my heart, that mMessnge
gm:etoma which I am here to deliver,
aud I therefore believe that it was lsid

upon mwe by the Most- High, I
am  consirained to deliver it to the
leader of the nation; s0, s8 1 can-

not find Moses, I can do no better

AMeeting of Joshua and Miriam.

than to deliver it to you, who, next to your
brother, dwells nearest to God. I pray you
now to hear me; but the words I have to
speak are not yet ripe for any third hearer.
At this Hur drew himselt up. Breaking in
on Joshua's he asked Miriam
whether it was desire to hear what the
son of Nun should say without witnesses,
and she replied in & low voice, ““Yea.”

Hur turned to the warrior and said, with
cold pride: *I believe that Miriam knows
the will of the Lord, and likewise her
brother’s, and that she is aware of what
beseems & woman of lsrael. If Iam not
mistaken it was under this very tree that
your own Isther, the venerable Nun, re-
peated to my son Uri the only reply which
Moses will give to the of such
message as yours,”

“Do you know it, then?"” asked the sol-
dier, sternly.

“No," replied the other, “but I guess its
purport. See here." e stooped with
yonthiul agility, raised two large stones so
that they supported each other, rolied s fow
smuller stones into a heap around them, and
then, in breathless eagerness, he spoke as
follows:

**This beap shall be a witness between me
and thee, like the beap of Migpah which
Laban and Jacob made when Laban ealled
upon the Lord to wateh between him and
Isrsel; 50 do I now, und I show thee this
heap that thon mayest remember it when we
are shsent ose from snother. I lay my
hand on this heap of stones, and I declare
that I, Hur, the son of Caleb and Erhnhh,
put my trust in none other but only in the
Lord, the God of our fathers, and sm ready
to do His biding by which He calleth us out
of the land of P to the land
which He nas promised us. And thoum,
Joshua, the son of Nun, do I ask, and the
Lord our God heareth thee: Dost thon look
for any help other than that of the God of
Abrsham, who chose thy nation to be His
own people? Moreover, thou shalt answer
and ray whether henceforth thou wilt hold
the Egyptians who oppressed us, and out of
whose Eand the Lord our God hath promised
to redeem us, as the foes forever of thy God
and thy people?" *

There wos a dark look in the warrior's
bearded face, and he was inclined to kick
down the heap of stomes and dismiss the
overbold questioner with a wrathfal reply;
but Miriam had laid her hand on the of
th_eegup. snd, seimng his right hand, she
cried. .

““He inguires of thee in the sight of our
God and Lord who is our witness!"

Joshus was able to control his wrath, snd
pressing the maiden’s hand as be held it, he
snswered with duesolemnity: “He asks me,
but I caunot snswer hins; for ‘yea’ and ‘nay’
say little in this case. Yel I call God to
witness on my part, and here by this hes
of stones you, Miriam, shall hear what
bave in my mind and w! ore I am come.
And thon, Hur, see here! Like thee I la
my hand on the heap and testify that
Joshua,the son of Nun, put my trust in none
other but omly in the Lord God of our
fathers. He shall stand between thee nnd
me 85 8 witness and decide whether my wa:
is His way or the way of an erring man. '}
will walk in His way as He hath declared
it to Moses and to this noble maiden. That
I swear with an oath, and to that'God bemy
mt.neal."d :

Haur had listened esgerly, and now, -
suaded by the gravity of oshua’s lpaf:;,
he cried:

*“The Lord our God hearmine oath! And
I, too, by this heap, will takean oathl If
the hour should come when, remembering
this heap, though shalt give the testimon
which thou hast refused me, no 'rl.d!
beneeforth shall come between us; and if it
be the will of the Lord I will deliver into
thy hands the leadership, for thon in many
wars hast learned more skill than & who
bave ruled only over herdsmen and
And thou, Miriam, bear in mind (hat this
he:ru 8 witoess of the words twain
shall speak here in the sight of Call
to mind the wrathful words we heard spoken
under this tree by this man’s father; yes,
and I esll God to witness that I would have
darkened the life of Uri, my beloved son,
who is the jov of my heart, if {u bad spoken
to the le to rmnd. them by the mes-
sage w be delivered to us, for it would
bave turned away those of li faith from
their God. ber this, maiden, and
ngsin hear this: 1f thou needest me thou
caust find me. The door I opened, come
what may, will never be shul.”

And he tumed swsy from Miriam and the
soldier,

Something,

did he doubt that he could easil

his father, N It was in full convietion
:hsthnhuln?nnm it was indeed
the Most High who had shown him this

way; udnlfur iy ali t:m over, as
Miriam at rose, he went foward
with nnta:lllopa. The love in his heari
3 hﬁ:” d e inim.uual;l -
she drew an voice, y 80
p:re and full, sounded barsh and busky as
sho asked him wherefore he had 80
long, and what it was that he purpossd to
reveal to her.
As she knelt under the sycamore she had

not merely been g and stroggling for
e Ao, i - et oy
Bhe loved Joshoa, but beart misgave
her that he had some pro to make such
as Url's, snd old Nun's wrathful words

rang in_ her eara louder than ever, Her
f?ﬁ lest ber l;uﬁlud mimy ioto an
evil way, an ur's ng g8,
bad luiled the surgesof her unfmnhu
spirit, brought back to calmer reflection

now craved above all else to koow what
conld have so long detsined him whom she
had sent for in the name o! the Lord, and
wherefore he had come alone, without
Ephraim. The elear sky, glorious with
stars, instead of looking down on the bliss
of n pair of reanited lovers, was witnoss
u:;y to the saxious guestionings of a terri-
fied woman and the impatient answers of a
l}::lm-lpirihatl and bitterl :difppoi&h;d mz

] bu‘.l] 8 love, m L ]
had come Em:‘hu his wife, but she,
though she suffored him to hold her band,
implored him to « his wooing and to
telr her firss all she wanted to know.

Oun his way hither be had heard news of
Ephraim from s fellow-soldier from Tania
He was therefore able to tell her that he had
gone into the town in disobedience to orders,
sick and weary as he was, and mo it
would seem,.by curiosity, and that ha
found eareand shelter under s friendly roof,
This, however, did not comfort Miriam, who
blamed herself as she thought of the inex-
perienced and futherless who had grown
up under ber own eyes, sud whom she her-
self had sent forth among strangers as a

uest under an Egyptian’s roof. However,
T e T

msell to bring to people
and when she still was not satisfied he u‘d
her whether he had indeed lost all her trust
and love, But she, instead of giving him &
word of comfort, to question him
further, desiring to know what had delayed
his coming, s0 he was forced to tall his tale,
though erestly disturbed snd oot to the
beart, beginning in fact with the end of his

story.
\ghila she listened to him, leaning
the trunk of the sycamore, he, distraught by
love and impatience, paced up and down, or
else, hardly able to control himself, stood
close to her, face to face. At this moment
nothing seemed to him worthy to be elothed
in speech but the passion and the hopes
which filled his being.” Had he been con-
vinced that her heart was estranged from
him be would have fled from the camp as
soon a3 he had anburdened his sonl to his
father, and have ridden ll:ly into the un-
known in search of Moses. | he cared for
wad to win Miriam and to keep elear of dis-
honor; and important as thé evénia and
hopes of the last few days had been, he an-
swered her 1!3*10“ hastily, and as though
the matters involved were but a light thing.
He began his tale in broken sentences, and
the ofiener she interrupted him the more im-
patient he became and the deeper the frown
which knit his brows.
Joshus had been riding southward
some few bours, in high spirits and full of
blossoming hopes, when shortly before dusk
be perceived a large crowd of men march.
ingon ip front of him. At first he had
en them to be the rear gusrd of the furi

Abrunadal's House,

tive Hebrews, and he had hastened his
borse’s pace. Bus before he oame up with
the wanderers some peasant folk and drivers,
leaving their carts and bessts of burden in
the lurch, had flown to meet him with lond
shrieks and shouts of , telling him
that the troop in front were the multitude
of lepers.  And their warning was bat too
“:ll; justified, ‘I,‘n‘:‘iih:‘ first :&::d me'llhim
wi ¢ heart- ory, * ean! un-
clean!” bore the tokens of who were a
prey to the ferrible disease, their dull eyes
staring st bnim from faces devoid of oye-
brows and covered with the white, scurfy

dast peculiar to le; 3
Joshua pmm one and

another of them, among them here and
there an tisn priest with shayen
head, and Hebrew men and women. He

questioned them with the ealm severity of a
warrior chief, and learned that they bad
come from the guarries opposite Memphis,
ltcirh 1lnoe of exile on the eastern shore of
the Nile.

waundering tribes; and
even, whose affliction had
with the Hebre bad set
fixing on B
wandering, whither,
was the first o
But every one who have
appeinch. Thve they Badipms e
sppronc us i 4
the northward, even almost asfar
foriress of Tabnae. Tt was at a mile
that place that Joshua bad

and hed counseled their leaders to

3
i

BE,
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Te
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them,
return

parley, a company-of
come ont from the i

for | desirable. Yet the instinet to fight

= .di.'i'dnmd of* the highest
s en

e kit bad be found till now but the m

m disappointment. .l

He had related his meetin

briefly and relustantly, ugh

done, as he believed, what was beat for
ese hapless folk. Any one of his fallow.
diers would haye & word of _

for him, but she, whose

dearer to him than all else, 'pointed, as he

snded, o a certain spot in the camp, saying

mourafully:

““They are of our blood; our God is thair
God, lepers of Phakos and
Phibeseth followed the restat a reasonable
distanoe, and their teals are pitehed outside
the camp, Those of Buoccoth likewise—

th t many—are to journey with
o "‘:?:d”mn l:;. hich J longn}h.
peo L) W ¥ it !
was to snd small and poor alike, and, | dare Buccoth no longer. , An unutterable '
of & surety, to thoss poor wretches who now | yesrning, not for ﬂonly.m over my | and of
are left in the land of the ememy., Wonld | soul. Things that funlrl&.hanghtm dawn, for the :
you not have done betier to di those ot | joy now seemed empty, and monotony | seemed to him as igs of
our racs from the snd bring | of life here, in this remote frontier town, E:tth’whhl 1
them hi " among flocks and herdsmen, seemed to me people, and socom- |*
e eyt e, | o e e | LSS o o
an reply was grave an s s g me ow .
“In wat o man loarns 0 sacrifics hun- | resd, aua brought me Books full of taiss | hisaseifte be the f in the name of

dreds that he may save thowsands. Even
the shepherd removes the rottea sheep to
lnrrev the fock.” lied fhe girl
"“Very true,”” repl eagerly,
*for the shepberd is _but & man, who knows
no remedy against the evil. Bui the Lord
who hath called all His people will not suf-
fer them to come to harm through obedi-
“m"
&;‘ﬂo 'Muh thirnkl” r;:‘dl:d Jolhh;;. “But
coun: ol com o w mo
them must not be suffered to weigh too hu'vf
ily in those of men. You are ready to fol-

““'—-—.\-—-—
Joshua Sayx the Erodus of

Lepers,

low the dictates of your heart, ss indeed is
most Gtting, so long as you do not forget
what beseems you and your sex.”

Miriam’'s ocheeks finshed crimson, for she
felt the stab that was hidden in this speech
with & double pang, since il wss dealt by
Joshus. How much had she this day been
foreed to renounce for her sex’s sake! And
how she was to be made to feel that she was
not his equal, that she was but & woman.
In the presence of the heap of stones which
Hur had built up, snd on which her hand
st this moment rested, he bad appealed to
her judgment as though she were ong of the
leaders of the people; sand now he mq"h.]ly
sether in her place—her, who felt herself
second to no man in gifis and in spirit.

But too, had been wounded in his
"pride, and her demeanor warned him that
this hour would decide whether in their
future union he or she should get the mas-
tery. He stood up in frontof her in all his

de and high determination—never, in-

had she thought him so manl Mh::

ured womanly dignity was stronger than

ﬁy other impu ugﬁullj-u was she

who broke the nful silence which had

st panss whish Sisenty sekievas
composure onlyac

the exertion of her utmost power of will,

“But we are both f ng what keeps
us here at this bour of the night. You
T D B T

er, and to m my
met of the L?;td—nnl-thu of glrhm, the

foolish woman.

“] had hoped to Mear the voles of the
maiden in whose love I trusted,” he gloom-
ily replied.

*You shall hear it,"" she said, taking her
hand from off the heap of stomes. “But 1t
may befall that T cannot consent to the
judgment of the man whose power and wis-
dom are so far greater than mine, and you
have tanght me that you eannot breok a
wom.:;:‘in u]nh:diww even mine."”

= am!" he ex A Tmhhu;,
but she went on more vehemently:

“T have felt it ¥; and as it would be
the greatest sorrow of my life 1o lose your

heart, must uoderstand me fully before
you eall upon me to pronounce Jjudgment.”

“But first hear my
*No—no!"” she esgerly replied. “The
snswer now would die on my lips. First
let me tell you of the woman who, though
she has a heart, knows something
which she holds far above love. You smile?
And you have a
know that which I
“g , then!" he broks in,

which betrayed how hard he felt it 10 keep
patience. .
““Thanks for that,’’ she said, warmly,

leaning ust the tree ha
down qu' bench sod now o‘:h;

ground, she

oy
he
into her face and, now on the
spoke:

“I have left childhood behind me, aye,
and m th will soon be a thing of the
hile I was still but a little child I

nmtoh nb.th;nha otha;lm
eno to_ o me and do
umu , When I was 8 el;un
moved hither from Zoan. fore I had
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Her de¢p voloe had a different ring in it
as she went on, at first quhtlhyaud softly,

but mﬂ{ louder and more m:d.i

came to be 18, and

25w

it

which could never have been true, but
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hich navertheless stirred my heart. Many her spiris,
o'fthemonnhinad sl g!hpdlud her hand . excite- story "
ancther, Thow ook G Bt e amatt | ke v el whie g aad e
another. onm ' et poclle:
when £ was alode in the evening or l:'nld- mwmmmmmuh : —t '
day, when all was still and :glih'pbﬂ'dl wishes of your heart, NLJ‘III:IQ h
and were away at pastare, I wonld mxu-“'mn at the me the |
rehearse these songs or invent new, mostly and n—p!huw. new |
hvmuos in praise of the Divinity, in honor of to the people whom Iva'lom
henas of 8 oy Vat G e TS | ot Ry R e e B
L] w3

iy Lot ¥ Fiel it o et o o

am, of whom my mo ! 1
more often as she grew older. And this thankful joy she cried: | 5
w;..wznlhv;dbm——::shiu }:rnlm come to lead us to the | ©
of such songs o wait visions 1 2
in whichlu!fm{r' and glory, et e s h
or sogels and hideous demons.
From a mérry child I had become a pensive

maiden who let her life ? as it might,
There was no one to warn or hinder me; my
gl ol o g B ag e
with my Aun & m
and no joy to moyone else. Aaron, m
eldest er, had gone to dwell with
:ather-ln-h:: A.;:i;:lhh, the
of Amram, his tanoe, was
for him, and he had bestowed|it on
companions even avoided me, for
ness had d from me,
down upon them in sinful scorn
could compose songs and see
visions than ever they saw,

“Now I was19, and on the eve
birthdsy, which 1o one remembered save
Mileah, Eleazar’s dsughter, the Lord for
the first time gave me a message, He ap-
peared in the form of an angel and bid me
set the house in order, for a guest wason
the way whom I Toved greatly.

“It was very early in the morning and I
sat under this tree; so I went into the house

4
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and with old Rachel’s help I set the house
in order and made ready a bed, and pre-
pus2d s meal with wine and all that wo wel-
come 8 guest withal. Bui noon eame, and
the aftiernoon and the evening became m&
again, and

and the n.i’fxt m

st ol o by gm"briﬂ:
as gel ow that day

bark loudly, and when I weant forth to the
te a tall man cnma hurrying toward
is hair was gray and in disorder, and

wore & priest’s white robe all in tatters,

The dogs shrank from kim whining, but I

knew him for my brother Moses,

“Our meeting again after such along
time brought me more fear than pleasure,
for Moses was flecing from his pursuers be-
cause he had slain the overseer. But this
you know.

- ““Wrath still flashed - from his t |
eyss. Hean red to me to resemble the |
god Bet, and esch of his slow words were
::srl"d on my mind as with s hammer
chisel. He remained three times seven
days and pights under my roof, and sines I
was alone with bim and des! Rachel—for
he had to remain hidden—no one eame be
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